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Reupholstering rejuvenates
tired fumiture

Mary Shustack

The Journal News

he couch is frayed from hosting one too many burly
fans.
The dining-room chairs are covered in fabric that was hip
back when people still used that word
Realizing it's time for a [umnur- facelift isn't always easy,
says Kaja Gam of Kaja Gam Design in Ossining.

“Most of us can’t see that,” Gam says. “We get used to something.
We don't see things get tired.”

But they do — and that's when reupholstery can provide a stylish al
ternative to buying new.

Sometimes it even encourages people to buy old

David Cooke, an own
the Cold Spring Anfiques Cen-
ter, says more people are rec-
ognizing the potential of vin-
tage furniture.

They look beyond stains
and sags if they see good lines
and quality workmanship.

“People are more savvy
about  decorating,” Cooke
says. “| think today —more o
in the last five or eight years
than 20 years ago — it's easier
to get things reupholstered.”

Just recently, Cooke says,
the Cold Spring shop sold a
1920s camelback Chippen-
yle couch to a woman
l to draw out the el-

d by a dull

thall

stretch of fabric.

“They were going to do it
up in some kind of Victorian
cnlors,” Cooke says.

The couch, he adds, sold for
hetween $300 and $400, with Seth Harrison. The Jowmal News
the reupholstery likely adding Luz Rodriguez sews fabric for seat
another 5700 or 5800 cushions at Eva’'s Design and Deco-

While similar pieces could rating in White Plains,
fetch more than 53,000 new,
the benefits go bevond the financial

“She’s going to have a great piece,” Cooke says.

Sometimes, a job ranges from the simplest replacing of fabric to more

elaborate scenarios that branch out into repairs, painting and refurbish-

Frnm faded to fabulous Lacoisd 1o ing the entire ileriors.
The finished piece (3) features thin layers of China The goal varies. Someone with traditional taste might replace a beige
series of photographs charts the progress of a "84 lacquer visible through a slightly distressed cream silk seat covering with one in pale blue

ted by Kaja Gam Design in colored top layer that offers a fitting backdrop for a
cotton jacquard in an oak-leaf motif. it was purchased And that's
lipper char, from its original by a Bedford woman for use in her summar home in

15t as many people say ‘Hey, let's do something funky,’ ™ Gam say
vhen pieces known for nicked wood and dingy velv
suddenly turn up splashed with red lacquer surrounding a bold polka
t covering (1), and did a compiete dot print

» that included new bands and Mary Shustack Experimenting is often a choice when a piece isn't deemed an heir-
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While reuphoislerycan be a cost-
saving venture, it's not always the
reason behind the change.

“Sometimes it's not even a mat-
ter of whether it's worth it in dollars
and cents,” Gam says.

A chair or love seat, Gam says,
might remind its owner of a partic-
ular person or place.

“Sometimes it's worth it for that
alone,” Gam says. “You do it for
yourself.”

Adrienne Skinner of Larchmont,
a client who's often worked with
Gam, has reupholstered many

pieces.

And some pieces many times, in-
cluding a couch first inherited by
her own mother

To Skinner, buying new is an op-
tion, not a priority.
“My sensibility is— where | can,

1 always like to use what I can,”
Skinner says. “Furniture, the older
pieces, are better made.”

Even if one comes upon them by
chance, such as a street find Skin-
ner had redone.

“Now it's my daughter’s favorite
chair to curl up on and read,” she

Says.

Making treasures out of these
finds is a bonus, adds Lisa McTer-
nan of Lifestyles & Interiors by
Lisa, a retail shop and interior-de-
sign studio in Croton-on-Hudson.

McTernan gets up from her desk
to offer a glimpse into a back room,
where a Channelback chair found
at a nearby estate sale awaits its
own transformation.

“1 think it's also nice when things
have a history, especially if it's a
nice history,” McTernan says.

Some things are just meant to
stay where they are, McTemnan

says.

“When I walk in, if | see a sofa
where the proportions are pretty
workable, that’s one of the first
things I suggest,” McTemnan says.

And she encourages a client to
envision more than a simple switch-
ing up of fabrics.

“We can change the arms,
change the legs,”™ she says
“There’s so much you can do to
restyle it. It's not just taking some-
thing you have and redoing it.”

McTeman mentions nails and
trims — the space behind her desk

is artfully arranged with countless
examples of trims — to really add
flair,

She talks of skirts added to din-
ing-room chairs, giving the whole
room a new life.

“This is where you can make it
more interesting than if you buy
new,” McTemman says. “You can
custom create so much.”

And often, it's done fast.

“The turnaround time is also
much quicker,” McTernan says.
Ordering a new sofa, she says, can

somelimes take months. Sources
generally agree that most reuphol-
stery jobs are completed within
weeks, sometimes at little as two
but usually within six.

McTeman says reupholstery
seems 1o be finding new favor.

“Recently, I've also gotten to feel
this is the ‘green’ and environmen-
tally friendly thing to do,” she says.
“It has such grace to it — why
throw it away?”

Ellyn Weisfelner, an interior de-
signer at Eva's Design & Decorat-
ing in White Plains, says reuphol-
stering indeed offers a thoughtiul
alternative.

More often, Weisfelner says,
people are prone to treating their
possessions in a disposable fash-
ion. “We just constantly want to do
something over, throw it away.”

But sometimes it makes more
sense to preserve something of bet-
ter quality than to buy a cheap sub-
stitute.

“The main difference is your
frame may be a better frame,” she
says. “If it lasted over 20 years, gen-
erally, you've got a good piece.”

At Eva's, projects are completed
in an on-site workshop, another
sign of personal attention.

“We're not just ripping it apart,
throwing on some fabric and saying
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Stacks of fabrics at Eva’s Design and Decorating. The store does all of its projects in an onsite workshop.

‘Have a nice day,”” Weisfelner says.
“I personally try to get people out of
the box ... I like to use things that
are very classic but then put an ele-
ment of surprise in there.”

A room’s overall tone might be a
cream or lan, so she might recom-
mend chairs that sport pairings of
lime with aubergine or blues and
browns, with pops of vellow,

“Everything cant sing in the
room, that’s what I tell people,” she
adds.

This time of year, she says, is a
time for redecorating.

“Kids go away for the summer,
camp, and that's when they start
doing things to the house,” she
says.

Of course, Weisfelner helps se-
lect a fabric that will be suited for
use. The finest silk won't last long
around cats, for example.

In the end, though, reupholster-
ing is all about making a personal
statement — something that cross-
es each element of home decorat-
ing.

“The fun thing about upholstery
is it's custom,” Weisfelner says.
“ ... No two pieces will be the same.”™

Reach Mary Shustack at
mshustac@lohud.com or
914-694-5040.



